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Honors College
Interim Dean, Bette L. Bottoms	
103 Burnham Hall (BH)
(312) 413-2260 
http://www.hc.uic.edu
Administration: 
Executive Associate Dean, Janet I. Madia
Associate Dean, Laura Junker
Assistant Dean, Stacie Williams

Introduction
The Honors College enhances opportunities for intellectual 
challenge and leadership by fostering a community of aca-
demic excellence, connecting students with premier faculty 
mentors, and promoting civic engagement. By bringing 
together exceptional students, faculty members, and staff, 
the Honors College is a destination for advanced intellec-
tual growth and a foundation for lifelong learning.

Each term, Honors College students are required to com-
plete an honors activity, which enriches their experiences at 
UIC.  Students must also maintain a minimum grade point 
average of 3.40/4.00. During each semester of the freshman 
year, students enroll in an interdisciplinary honors core 
course, which completes the honors activity requirement 
and fulfills University degree requirements. These courses are 
taught by faculty members from various departments and 
address significant themes in general education. In addition, 
freshmen may opt to take additional honors courses in a 
wide range of subjects such as calculus, economics, art his-
tory, chemistry, and so forth.

Beyond the freshman year, students choose from a variety of 
honors options. These include honors courses, honors semi-
nars in a broad range of disciplines, independent research 
projects, tutoring in the college peer tutoring program, hon-
ors projects in regular courses, academic service learning, 
and senior theses. All of these activities are monitored within 
a faculty advising/mentoring system that is one of the col-
lege’s major strengths.

At the end of the first year, students are assigned to an 
Honors College fellow, who is a mentor in the student’s 
major department. The fellows, faculty interested in working 
with honors students, include many of UIC’s outstanding 
scholars. They act as advisors for students’ honors work and 
as resources for advice and guidance on students’ majors, 
curricula, preparation for graduate school, and careers. The 
Honors College fellow mentoring process puts students into 
close and continuing contact with faculty members at an 
early stage in their postsecondary education.

The Honors College provides merit- and need-based schol-
arship opportunities for beginning freshmen. For example, 
the Howard Kerr Scholarships cover tuition and fees and are 
renewable for up to four years. Other freshman scholarships 
range from $500 to full tuition. Also, the college offers 
financial support to honors students pursuing research or 
international study via the Kabbes Scholarships for 
Undergraduate Research and the Flaherty Scholarships for 
Study Abroad. The college also offers tuition awards to its 
continuing student body; these scholarships are distributed 
based on a combination of merit and need. Other scholar-
ship support for continuing Honors College students is also 
available; check the College Web site at http://www.hc.uic 
.edu for more information.

Honors College students appreciate the availability of facili-
ties reserved exclusively for their use, including a computer 
lab, social and study lounges, and photocopying facilities. 
They also enjoy events, such as student-faculty luncheons, 
monthly socials, and the annual Honors College Ball. 
Honors College students produce a college newsletter 

(Ampersand), and a number of other publications, including 
an undergraduate literary journal (Red Shoes Review), pre-
health professions journal (Journal of Pre-Health Affiliated 
Students), and global issues journal (One World). Honors 
College students also receive extended library privileges.

UIC honors students may take advantage of specially desig-
nated honors housing. In addition to sharing living space 
with other Honors College students, students participate in 
educational and social activities designed to create a special 
living/learning environment and a sense of an honors resi-
dential community.

Admission to the College
Student members of the Honors College are undergradu-
ates representing all UIC colleges and departments. 
Entering freshmen who have a strong high school aca-
demic record, as well as extracurricular or leadership expe-
riences, are encouraged to apply for membership. Transfer 
students with a GPA of 3.40/4.00 and continuing UIC 
students with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.40/4.00 
who have at least three semesters left before graduation are 
also encouraged to apply. More detailed information about 
the admission process is available on the Honors College 
Web site http://www.hc.uic.edu.

College Requirements 
All students in the Honors College are expected to fulfill 
the following requirements to ensure continued member-
ship:

• 	 Successful completion of an honors activity each 
term (except summer) 

• 	 Enrollment in HON 222—Honors Activity each 
term (except summer) for honors work to be 
reflected on their transcripts 

• 	 Minimum cumulative UIC GPA of 3.40/4.00
• 	 Honors capstone project 

College Policies

Probation and Dismissal Rules
Any student in the Honors College whose UIC cumulative 
GPA falls below 3.15/4.00 or who does not fulfill the hon-
ors activity requirement is automatically dismissed from 
membership in the college and denied attendant privileges. 
Students with cumulative averages between 3.15 and 3.40 
are placed on probationary status. These students have one 
semester to raise their cumulative average to 3.40. Students 
on probation are expected to fulfill all other Honors 
College requirements.

Academic Honors

Honors College Recognition
Honors College membership status is noted annually on 
student transcripts. Students graduating as Honors College 
members receive a gold stole to wear with their academic 
attire at their home college commencement and Honors 
College convocation ceremonies.

Honors Societies
The following list of honors societies is provided for stu-
dents’ convenience. Phi Eta Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, and 
Tau Sigma are the only honors societies that are adminis-
tratively housed in the Honors College.

Alpha Eta Mu Beta Chapter
Alpha Eta Mu Beta (AEMB) is an association of biomedi-
cal engineers who share a common desire to recognize and 
encourage excellence in biomedical engineering. This is 
accomplished in part by promoting and recognizing high 
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scholarship, leadership, and character among biomedical 
engineering students. AEMB membership requires a GPA 
in the top one-third of the class, for seniors; or top one-
fifth of the class, for juniors. For more information contact 
the Department of Bioengineering, (312) 996-2335, or 
visit the departmental Web site http://www.uic.edu/depts/
bioe/index.html. 

Beta Alpha Psi
Beta Alpha Psi is an international scholastic and professional 
business and financial information fraternity. Its purpose is 
to recognize outstanding academic achievements in the field 
of accounting, finance, and information systems; promote 
the study and practice of professional fields related to these 
disciplines; provide opportunities for self-development and 
association among members and practicing financial profes-
sionals; and to encourage a sense of ethical, social, and pub-
lic responsibilities. The UIC Chapter of Beta Alpha Psi was 
established in 1994. More information on the fraternity can 
be obtained from the Accounting Department of the 
College of Business Administration.

Beta Beta Beta
Beta Beta Beta (Tri-Beta), the National Biology Honors 
Society, was founded in 1922. Omega Zeta, the UIC chap-
ter of Tri-Beta, was started in 1985 and invites applications 
from eligible undergraduate students. Tri-Beta is dedicated 
to improving the understanding and appreciation of biol-
ogy by extending the boundaries of human knowledge 
through participation in scientific research. Full member-
ship is open to any student who has two years of credit in 
biology and a 3.00/4.00 GPA. Associate membership is 
available to students who do not meet all of the qualifica-
tions for full membership. Members participate in district 
and national conventions, are eligible for monetary awards 
for outstanding research, and receive and are eligible to 
publish results of their research findings in the society’s 
journal, BIOS. Visit the Omega Zeta Web site http://
www2.uic.edu/stud_orgs/hon/tribeta/. The faculty sponsor 
is Professor Howard E. Buhse, Jr.; contact him by email at 
spasmin@uic.edu or by phone at (312) 996-2997.

Beta Gamma Sigma
Beta Gamma Sigma is the honor society for the best stu-
dents in business programs accredited by AACSB 
International—The Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business. Membership in Beta Gamma Sigma is 
the highest recognition business students throughout the 
world can receive in undergraduate or master’s programs 
accredited by AACSB International. Eligibility for member-
ship requires juniors to be in the top 7%, seniors to be in 
the top 10%, and graduate students in the top 20% of their 
respective classes. The UIC Chapter of BGS was established 
in 1973. More information on the honor society can be 
obtained from the College of Business Administration.

Delta Phi Alpha
The Delta Phi Alpha National German Honorary Society 
began with the founding of the Alpha chapter at Wofford 
College in 1927 and now has constituent chapters at 236 
colleges and universities throughout the United States. 
UIC’s chapter was founded in 1968. The National German 
Honor Society seeks to recognize excellence in the study of 
German and to provide an incentive for higher scholar-
ship. Qualifications for membership are as follows: a mini-
mum of two years of college or university German or the 
equivalent, a minimum average of B+ or the equivalent in 
German courses, a minimum cumulative average of B- or 
the equivalent, and an indication of continued interest in 
the study of German language and literature. For more 
information, contact Dr. Elizabeth Loentz in the 
Department of Germanic Studies at (312) 996-3205.

Eta Kappa Nu
Eta Kappa Nu is the international honor society for electri-
cal and computer engineers. Founded in 1904, its purposes 
include the stimulation and reward of scholarship as well 
as assisting fellow members and nonmembers alike to 
improve the standards of the profession, the courses of 
instruction, and the institutions generally where its chap-
ters are established. In order to be invited to join UIC’s 
Iota Lambda Chapter of the society, the minimum require-
ments for electrical and computer engineering majors are 
junior standing with a cumulative grade point average in 
the top quarter, or senior standing with a cumulative grade 
point average in the top third of their electrical and com-
puter engineering classes. Demonstrated community ser-
vice is also a requirement for induction into Eta Kappa 
Nu. For more information, contact the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering at (312) 996-3423.

Eta Sigma Phi
Eta Sigma Phi is the national honorary collegiate society 
for students of Latin and/or Greek. The purposes of the 
society, in the words of the constitution, are “to develop 
and promote interest in classical study among the students 
of colleges and universities; to promote closer fraternal 
relationship among the students who are interested in clas-
sical study, including intercampus relationship; to engage 
generally in an effort to stimulate interest in classical study, 
and in the history, art, and literature of ancient Greece and 
Rome.” Active membership is limited to undergraduates 
who are enrolled in classes in Latin and/or Greek in the 
original languages. A student must meet the basic qualifi-
cations of an attained grade of not less than B in courses in 
Latin and Greek, with completion of at least one semester 
or two quarters. Please contact John T. Ramsey, Professor 
of Classics, or Paul Griffiths, Chair of the Department of 
Classics and Mediterranean Studies at (312) 996-5530 for 
more information.

Gamma Kappa Alpha
Gamma Kappa Alpha, the national Italian honor society 
(the UIC Chapter was granted in 1986) for juniors and 
seniors, is designed to recognize outstanding scholastic  
performance in the fields of Italian language and literature. 
To be eligible, a student must have a minimum cumulative 
grade point average of 2.75/4.00 and a 3.00/4.00 GPA  
in all Italian courses taken. For information, contact the 
Department of Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese  
at (312) 996-3236.

Golden Key National Honor Society
The Golden Key National Honor Society was founded in 
1977 as a nonprofit organization whose purpose is to recog-
nize and encourage academic excellence in all fields of 
endeavor. Membership is by invitation only and is offered to 
all full- or part-time students who have maintained a cumu-
lative grade point average of 3.30/4.00 or higher and have 
successfully completed a minimum of 60 hours. For more 
information, contact Dave Borgealt at (312) 996-0911.

Lambda Alpha
Lambda Alpha, the National Collegiate Honors Society for 
Anthropology, works to encourage and stimulate scholar-
ship and research in anthropology by recognizing and hon-
oring superior achievement in the discipline among 
students, faculty, and other persons engaged in the study 
of anthropology. To be eligible for membership in Lambda 
Alpha, students need to have taken 12 hours of anthropol-
ogy course work and maintained a B average. There is a 
onetime membership fee of $25 that gives students life-
time membership in the organization. Please contact the 
Department of Anthropology at (312) 996-3114 for more 
information.
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Phi Beta Kappa
Founded in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa is the oldest scholastic 
honor society in the United States. The UIC chapter char-
ter was granted in 1976. Phi Beta Kappa stresses excel-
lence, broad liberal education, and moral leadership. 
Elections to Phi Beta Kappa are made in accordance with 
its own rules. The University assumes no responsibility for 
elections. For information, call Josephine Volpe at (312) 
355-2477.

Phi Eta Sigma
Membership in this national honor society is open to all 
freshmen who meet the qualifications established by the 
National Grand Chapter of Phi Eta Sigma. To be eligible, 
a candidate must be a full-time student who has attained a 
3.50/4.00 grade point average in the first academic term. 
For more information, contact the Honors College at 
(312) 413-2260.

Phi Kappa Phi
Founded in 1897 (UIC chapter in 1973), Phi Kappa Phi is 
an honor society recognizing excellence in all academic dis-
ciplines, open to juniors, seniors, and graduate students. Up 
to 10 faculty members are also elected each year. Elections 
to Phi Kappa Phi are made in accordance with its own rules. 
The University assumes no responsibility for elections. The 
society offers membership to students of high caliber who 
meet its requirements: (1) for juniors (60 semester hours, 30 
of which must be graded hours in enrollment residence), a 
cumulative grade point average of 3.75/4.00, (2) for seniors 
(90 semester hours, 30 of which must be graded hours in 
enrollment residence), a cumulative GPA of 3.50/4.00, OR 
(3) for graduate students, nomination by departments of 
graduate study. For more information, contact the Honors 
College at (312) 413-2260.

Pi Sigma Alpha
The Mu Alpha Chapter (established in 1981) of Pi Sigma 
Alpha, the National Political Science Honor Society, 
inducts junior or senior undergraduate majors in political 
science with a minimum overall grade point average of 
3.25/4.00 and 3.50 in their major.

Pi Tau Sigma
Pi Tau Sigma is the national honor society for mechanical 
engineers and was founded in 1915. The Alpha Sigma 
chapter at UIC was established in 1999. Its purpose is to 
encourage and recognize superior scholarship, to foster 
the high ideals of the engineering profession, to stimulate 
interest in coordinated departmental activities, and to 
develop in students of mechanical engineering the attri-
butes for effective leadership. Active membership is open 
to full-time junior- and senior-level mechanical engineer-
ing students with a grade point average above 3.25/4.00 
and who rank in the top third of their class. Graduate  
students and faculty members may become honorary 
members at the society’s discretion. For more information, 
please contact the Department of Mechanical Engineering 
at (312) 996-5317.

Psi Chi
Psi Chi is the National Honor Society in Psychology. 
Founded in 1929, Psi Chi provides recognition for  
academically strong undergraduate majors and minors in 
psychology. Neuroscience majors who have completed all 
requirements for the minor in psychology are also eligible. 
Psi Chi sponsors speakers and informational seminars are 
designed to enhance professional growth and to create a 
sense of fellowship among its members. Membership is 
open to students who have at least 9 semester hours in 
psychology courses and whose grade point average is 3.25 

or higher overall and 3.40 or higher in psychology. For 
more information about Psi Chi, visit the Psi Chi Web site 
at http://www2.uic.edu/stud_orgs/hon/psichi/index.htm. 

Rho Chi 
The Rho Chi Society, pharmacy’s academic honor society, 
encourages and recognizes excellence in intellectual 
achievement and advocates critical inquiry in all aspects of 
pharmacy. Further, the society encourages high standards 
of conduct and character and fosters fellowship among its 
members. The society envisions that it will seek universal 
recognition of its members as lifelong intellectual leaders 
in pharmacy and, as a community of scholars, will instill 
the desire to pursue intellectual excellence and critical 
inquiry to advance the profession. The full collegiate mem-
bership of the society shall consist of professional (entry-
level, postbaccalaureate, and nontraditional) students, 
graduate students, and members of the teaching staff who 
have been duly elected in accordance with the National 
Rho Chi Society Bylaws. The undergraduate professional 
entry-level student who is elected to active membership is 
one who has completed no less than one-half of the 
required professional didactic course work and ranks in the 
highest twenty percent of the class. The student also must 
have attained a minimum grade point average of 
3.00/4.00. For more information, call Professor Patricia 
West at (312) 996-5695.

Sigma Delta Pi
The purpose of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Collegiate 
Hispanic Honor Society (charter granted to UIC in 1989), 
is designed to honor those students who attain excellence 
in the study of the Spanish language and the culture of the 
Spanish speaking peoples. The Rho Psi Chapter offers 
membership to qualified juniors and seniors. To be eligible, 
a student must have a minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 2.75/4.00 and a 3.00 average in all Spanish 
courses taken, including at least 3 semester hours in 
Hispanic literature at the junior (third-year) level. For 
information, contact the Department of Spanish, French, 
Italian, and Portuguese at (312) 996-3236.

Sigma Theta Tau
The stated purpose of this group is to recognize the 
achievement of scholarship and leadership qualities, to fos-
ter high professional standards, encourage creative work, 
and strengthen individual commitments to the ideals and 
purposes of the nursing profession. Membership is com-
posed of students, faculty, and alumni of the College of 
Nursing chosen on the basis of demonstrated scholarship, 
professional potential, and/or marked achievement in the 
field of nursing. For information, call the College of 
Nursing at (312) 996-7800.

Tau Beta Pi
Tau Beta Pi (TBP) is the second oldest honor society in 
the United States (Phi Beta Kappa being the first) and 
accepts into its membership students from all engineering 
disciplines. Not merely an honor society, TBP serves the 
engineering and campus community by organizing techni-
cal and nontechnical workshops, tutoring, career services, 
and outreach activities. Students are eligible for member-
ship based on scholastic achievement and exemplary char-
acter. To be eligible, a candidate must be a full-time 
student, and have a GPA in the top one-fifth of the class, 
for seniors; or top one-eighth of the class, for juniors. 
Members are recognized at the time of graduation and for 
life. Detailed information can be obtained from the 
College of Engineering, or the chapter Web site http://
www.ece.uic.edu/~tbp/.
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Tau Sigma
Tau Sigma is an academic honor society designed specifi-
cally to recognize and promote the academic excellence 
and involvement of transfer students. Tau Sigma was 
incorporated as a nonprofit in 1999 with Auburn 
University being the home of the first chapter. The objec-
tives of Tau Sigma are to recognize outstanding academic 
achievement of transfer students; provide motivation for 
the academic excellence of all incoming transfer students; 
enhance the reputation of all transfer students; provide a 
common bond among transfer students; promote the 
involvement of transfer students; and form a group of stu-
dents who can help the University address and meet the 
needs of incoming transfer students.

The UIC Chapter of Tau Sigma was started in 2006. 
Students who transfer to the University with at least one 
full year’s worth of academic credit and earn a 3.50/4.00 
or higher GPA after their first term at UIC are invited to 
join Tau Sigma. For more information, call the Honors 
College at (312) 413-2260.


